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3 HERE appears to be ry very great 5 


buſtle about a Petition to Parliament = 

1 for repealing 1 the Act of the preſent Retail 
Shop Tax. 55 Whether it is intended only as 
a parade to amuſe the people into it, or how _ ” 


_ otherwiſe, I have not yet been able to deter- . 


e mine; but as 1 think we now ſtand i in | need 9 


of the advice of every well-wiſher to his 


- . country, and I know nobody yet has taken N 
5 upa pen, or attempted properly to explain ! it, 5 
155 though the firting of Parliament i is at hand; | 


' | 


| therefore ; 


therefore I will endeavour to give you my 


ſentiments upon the whole, as clear and 


conciſe as I can, in my own plain, old, 
1 country. language, as you muſt not expect | 


any thing grammatical from me. ; 1 1 can 


e find words to explain my own meaning, and 


15 it ſhould prove of any uſe to my fellow-ſub- 5 


| jets, my end will be anſwered, and I ſhall 


| think myſelf happy i in ſo doing. For my o. [> 


5 part, I hate buſtling, and always recommend 


e it to others to take time to make the better 


6 | baſte; but as this ought to have been done 


; before now by an abler pen than mine, it 
rather puts me out of my « common track ; 
but hope that you will take i it in o good part, 


_ and excuſe all blunders, as. it is well meant 


” from the feelings of an honeſt heart. : 1 ſhall 


conſult no author, but give it you from my 


own memory juſt as it may riſe, from what 


LE 1 have ſeen and heard, and authenticated be- 7 3 


vd 


43) 


; vod eomeadidtion 1 love my King an 4 * 


” my Country, and have ſpent many years in 


; ſerving both. 1 have lived 1 in England under 5 


three Kings as a faithful and loyal ſubject, 


obedient to their laws, and have paid many 578 


| thouſands towards the ſupport of their | go- 


85 vernment, and never wiſh to live an hour ; 


but where 1 could with pleaſure continue 


the fame. 1 look upon the intereſt of my 


3 King and Country to be one and the fame - 


thing, : inſeparable; however the mode of 


appearance may be in common to amuſe = : 


„ and try the conſtitution of the people, which EE 


: certainly i is very neceſſary for every govern- 


ment to know. 1 have ſeen many ups and 


: downs, ins and outs, and party affairs in e 


this kingdom, ſome wy to be accounted | 


5 for, and others not. 5 


Tur fr Miniſter Thad MEER knowled, ge of 
5 Was Sir ic RobertWalpole,whow was $avery ſenfible - 


man, Fg 


* 
man, and a very able Miniſter, and yet he : 
Was much deſpiſed; however, he took much 

pains, during his time, for the ſecurity of 
the preſent Government :  faid, he well 
knew the Conſtitution, in general, of the 


. Britiſh people ; that they much reſembled 5 


Wy the climate they lived in; their tempers were "= 


5 ſurly, uncertain, capriciouſly | wavering, 


5 often changing, and the more liberty : i: 


| given them, and the more caſily treated, 


the more ungovernable ; ; therefore it was = 


5 always neceſſary to have ſomething i in view 5 


„ 1 feed their minds, ad amu ſ them ; even 


- if! it was but a feather blowing about i in the Ke 


air, if i it was new they would follow it and 


5 . hunt it down. He well knew the people iq 


at that time contended i in ſtrong parties of 


5 what were chen called Whigs and Tories; - 


85 the firſt for the King, the latter for the ” 


Pretender: : ' theſe were commonly called | 


| Jacobites, 


1 


Jacobites, who, 1 in ſpite of all the laws of 
Government, at laſt brought on that never- _ 
y_ to- be- forgotten Rebellion, che leaven of 


8 which may till continue in the hearts of 


| ſome, therefore ought with the Arongeſt b 


_ 5 barrier to be guarded againſt, 
Sim Robert well knowing of fach a di FR 


. fon in the ſtate "of. the nation, it cer- 


. tainly was his bulineſs as ry Miniſter to 
fix upon a plan for the ſafety and preſerva- | 


the people together, obliging them to be- 


. conſult all ways and means in his power to N 
So tion of his King and Country, by binding N 
5 come friends to the Crown i in the moſt en- 


1 ticing manner poſlible. Religion, fays he, EY 


8 will no longer here at preſent anſwer the Es 


: purpoſe of a ſalking-horſe; for, from ne- 0 


| gle& and bad example, it is fo far dwindled, 3 1 


5 _ that few would be found now to take up 


arms in its defence; ; for which reaſon, ſome 


. eas ̃ — 
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other mode muſt be ruck out, and | ſee 
| none fo eligible as the Public Fund : Make 
that the chain, and every Proprietor muſt, 


of conſequence, become a link depeadent 


7 upon that chain, which chain itſelf i is en- 


tirely dependentupon Government; therefore _— 


thoſe that will not take up arms for Religion 


muſt be mongrel curs indeed, that will not - 


FE fight for their bone. Then, fays he, taxes 


- muſt be laid upon ener thing that we can, ; 


=: raiſe and ſupport as great a fund as s poſ- e 


ſible : the greater the fund and the more - 


— Proprietors the better, as every Proprietor 


immediately becomes a friend to the Crown: 
beſide, the number of. Commiſſioners, Cuſ- 


tom-houſe Officers, Collectors, Exciſemen, 


and all other friends and dependents thereon 


will be numerous, beſide making proviſion TT 


e for the younger branches of ſuch families as 


we find neceſſary to become our friends, by | 
premiurh, place, or penſion. 


oo Pars: 


T 4 


every ſucceeding Miniſter has done the ſame; _ 


they till continue to go on, and are PW to 


| do 0 as long a as the ſubjects can bear i it. 


THIS ſcheme Sir Robert purſued as much 


as was in his power during his time: ; 


2 REMEMBER che fund, which + was, , and BT 


1 85 til! is, commonly called the National Debt, 


made heavy complaints of taxes then; but 


Se much under twenty millions, and people 


the ſum now being much above two hundred | 


people, and holding a firong body of them „ 
together, therefore it is not likely to be ma de : 155 
leſs; and if that was meant, where i is the 


_ money to come from but amongſt ourſelves, 


- which would fin be a greater oppreſſion : 


and fifty millions, Town has ſurpriſed me. Ez 


5 1 acknowledge it is a means of amuſing the + 


” therefore, if it be neceſſaty for the fake of 1 5 


Government, that ſuch a fund, or a greater, | 


1 ſhould be continued, let us reſt ourſelves 24, 


— —— ro et 6 D 


(12) 
: contented with the thoughts of paying our 
ſhare towards it, and endeavour to lay our 

| heads together, and in a friendly ſociable 
manner form ſocieties of every branch and 
trade whatſoever, in order to conſider the 


| ſtate of taxes, and advance every thing ac- 


1 cordingly to keep pace with them; and in | 


ſuch caſe the conſumers muſt bear their | 


ſhare of the burden. And were it not for 5 
knaves and fools this might eaſily be done, - 


provided all our taxes were equally laid 


— ccording to every perſon's $ property, and our 


| Miniſter, according to his promiſe, would 


5 ſuppreſs ſmuggling, which is the ruin n of all 


fair trade ; ; and I do not ſee but it is as bad 
as ever, as ſuch knaves continue daily adver- 


b tiſing to underſell one another, often to the = 


ruin of themſelves, and their neighbours. £ 


5 And indeed I believe 1. may fay, that the great 
people of this kingdom, who ought to teke 
| Every Rep i in their Power to prevent. it, are 


the 


4.45 


the greateſt encouragers of it ; witneſs many 


| ſmuggled Court ſaits that appear upon Lords 


| and Ladies backs. Such things are not right, "I 


nor ſhould they | be dope; they are * ex- 


= — 7 5165 


1 ' Our. Miniſter has ru 9551 the Retail . 
LEE Shop-keepers muſt advance their goods equal ; 


: to the tax laid upon their ſhops. Now how h 


Mo this poſſible to be done, as things are cir- 1 
55 cumſtanced ? Knay es, fools, and ſmugglers, i 
Fs will prevent it; and were he a hop- -keeper, 
: and was not to have « a new coat until he had . 


ſettled that point, if he has not a very good EY 


ſtock, he would not have e one to go to Court - 


1 for in ſome trades he would find many 
of our Ladics of faſhion reſort to thoſe cheap = 


- advertiſing ſhops, though they : are ever ſo = 


- find a knave i in it. For can 1 it be poſiible for 


e | much cheated : but a moment's reflection . 


T would tell them that they muſt expect to - 


e 


4:3 
0 two men to go to the fame market, buy the 


fame ſort of goods, and at the ſame price, 


and one of them, by way of underſelling, : 


7 ſhall advertiſe to ſell his goods for leſs mo- | 


| ney. than they coſt him, without being 3 


knave ? He muſt either ſmuggle, or have a 8 


5 worſe ſort of goods. to ſerve them ; there- . 


fore people of all ranks ſhould avoid ſuch : 


advertiſing, underſelling places, and the ma- 8 


e nufacturers and  wholeſale-dealers ſhould 


e make 1 point never to ſerve them at all ; „ 


5 which would ſoon put a top to it fo far ag ; 


= eafily to detect them in ſmuggling, as it 8 


5 would be the cauſe of every body having 3 ” 


5 watchful eye over them, | 5 


Ir every body would be honeſt alike, it 


Rs would be very eaſy to live i in this kingdom; 3 05 


but knavery i is in a great meaſure the ruin of 1 


x all trade i in x every part of the world ; there- . 


fore, 


(4s) 
fore, it behoves every individual to detect 4 


Kknave, which is not very hard to be done. 


He ought to be looked upon by the public 


in general, as they do upon a mad dog; ſhun 5 _ 


_ him where-ever they! meet him, or bunt him Es 


down as you would a Fe ox that ſteals your : 


Poultry. | At leaſt, all knaves ſhould be 15 


58 publicly noted, that every body might kick 


| > 5 hee CP. 


#5 them out of ſociety. —Let them wander = 


vegabonds, and die in ditches | as rotten ; 


1 and Times, 1 would adviſe that every | branch 


"of trade, or of what buſineſs ſoever, ſhould, 


- each trade or buſineſs, have | in every city, = 


- town, or digit, as. ſhall be thought pro- 


1 1 per and convenient, a place to meet at leaſt . 


In order to keep pace with the Taxes | „ 


four times in the year, and oftener if need a 


15 required; where they ſhould. meat before _— 


3 Committee choſen by them for that pur- 5 


poſe, 


4.4 


poſe, in order to regulate prices, and be 


| further inftruQed i in their ſuture proceedings : 


| =, how | to carry on their trade, fairly and 


honeſtly, without impoſing upon the public, 
- or ſtarving their own families. 5 


By ſuch regulation every honeſt man ; 


would be enabled to live and pay bis Taxes; pe: 


but if ſome thing of the fort be not done, 5 
| trade muſt be ruined, and the people ſtarve, 
. ; as it is impoſlible for the retail trade i in its 


preſent circumſtances | ever to be ſupported 


under ſuch Taxes. 3 


1 REMEMBER the. time of che gentlemen 
| advancing the rents of their eſtates, | We 


: farmers were all frighted out of our wits, 


f thinking | we muſt all either turn out of our Do 


. farms, or continue, and be ruined and ſtarved. e 


However 1 took courage, firſt at our veſtry- E” 


. meeting. to talk to all my neighbours. Then 45 


we appointed monthly meetings, a ſort . 


club, 


EE 
_ club, where we always * we often 
ſaw one another at market; and we de- 


termined to ſupport « each other i in a friendly 


T manner, as honeſt men and good neighbours 


5 ought to do, in any thin 8 each other wanted, 5 


but not to diſpoſe of any of the produce of 


| our farms for leſs than we could afford, but 


have ſuch. profit from it as would ſupport 


; our families. This, after a | good deal of - 


_ trouble, we brought about; * and fixty of us 


f out of Gxty-five came into it, and erery one 1 


ſubſcribed ten pounds a- piece towards a 


fund, for the purpoſe of ſupporting of thoſe 8 


| _ that at any time were thort of money, to 


55 pay their rent in due time, or wanted money 5 


to get in their harveſt, or any other neceſſary 8 


= buſineſs whatſoever, giving the Treaſurer 


proper ſecurity for che money until they 


could ſell their corn, cattle, or any other 


_ C Es Pro- | 


* _ aſe ee aut 


eee ee, ee ances ere itt bathe i n n * 


— Ee 


4 
1 
» 
4 
4 

* 


Ln: 


produce they had, at a fair honeſt price, to 


repapy it. 


Tur five that held out and would not : 


8 attend to reaſon, were what we commonly 5 


call obſtinate cunning country ſools, Who . 


: thought themſelves | more wiſe than any of 

| their neighbours; aid their fathers ad grand- : 
fathers and many generations before them 
had done ro and fo, and they would do ſo 
and ſo, as they pleaſed, and would not de 
taught or controled 7 any vol: 


"Tre 88 was, | thati in three years 


time they all became beggars. The land- 
; lord took what they had, and the farms and 
buildings being let go much, out of repair, the 
h ndlord was obliged to take them into his = 
hands for two years, and loſt a good deal of 8 
| money by them; when I took three of them, 5 


= and laid them together for a friend of n mine ; 


and 


( 19 ) 

and my neighbour Friendly took the other 
. two, and laid them together ſor one of his 
ſons. It is true, from the encouragement | 
we had | in advancing our produce, though 


our land was very bigh rented, we found it | 


” neceſſary to make all improvements we 


could, which anſwered to us very well; and 19 5 


others ſecing how we went on, endeavoured 5 


to do the lame; all which has enabled us 


to keep pace with the advanced Rents and 


Ds. | Taxes: and ſuch is the improvement of 


5 | this kingdom ſince that time, that, were 6 


| now to be valued, the land alone i is ; worth ; 


. at leaſt one third more than it was before 


that time; and I will venture to o ſay, that : 
the farmers i in general, that! is, 1 mean 1 ſach as 
are prudent, honeſt underſtanding men, live 
« much better. Therefore we muſt ſtarve, if we 
5 do not mind and keep; pace with the times,— 


.C 6 g "M oy 


f 0 IS... 5 * 
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1 , 
let them be as they will, If I change one 
ſhilling for another, and threepence duty i is 


laid upon me for that, I muſt either ſell 
my thilling | for eighteenpence, or ſtarve my . 


5 ami. 


1 BREED and feed many fine cattle, ſheep, | 


- 0th pigs, porkers, turkies, geele, ducks, 
- and fowls of all forts, myſelf; but never 
ſuffer one of them, nor even an egg, to 8⁰ | 
| out of my yard for leſs price than x. can | 
honeſtly afford; nor can any noble family, at | 
2 this | time, expect their tables ſhould be ſet 
out at our expence ; 0 and were every body Y 
do the fame, taxes could not hurt us. Keep 
pace with them, and if it 18 neceſſary, let 5 
15 them tax on, if they do it juſtly, But this 2 
Retail-Shop-Tax deſerves our moſt ſerious 
attention, as it bas at preſent the appear- 
3 ance of Arikinga at the middle fort of people; ; 5 


— 


8 
it exempts the greater, and the poorer ſort 
cannot be lowered much, if they mult have 

any exiſtence at all. The miſerable diſtreſſed 
poverty that 1 ſee thouſands in, makes my 

85 very heart ach; and the middle ſort of | 
people, who are the next to them, may, in 

a few years, be brought upon che fame 


footing, without the greateſt care be taken 


amongſt us. What makes me more ſuſpect 0 


it is, that when the reins of Government 


were ſo abruptly left by this young man 8 a 


father for a peerage. and penſion, after all 1 5 


his acquiſitions, to two well known nobles, . 


to go. over and ſettle preliminaries with 1 


N France; which they did, of which every « Cir- 4 


cumſtance remains Rill in wy memory; ; and T 


- one of them, i in n particular, x cannot help | 


Eg taking notice of here; when they came 


1 home, they w were fall of p 'rench government ; 


how eaſily the French people Were ;overned, 


by 25 


ia 
1 

3 
14 
1 


r 
0 —— — - wy * . - 


by being | only two forts of people, what 
they called rich and poor; and how eaſy it 
would be to govern the people of Great Bri- 
| tain, if they were reduced upon the fame foot- 
ing. Now look back from that time, and ſee 
if it does not bear the appearance, from the = 
| many oppreſſions laid upon the widdle ſort 35 
rs of people. But that 1 ſhall leave to your 


own reſlection, and only take notice el the 


: W Retail - Shop-Tax. ; 


Ir : a man rents a | Retail Shop of thirty 
as a- year, in a houſe that 3 is rated at a 
hundred Pounds a- year rent, he muſt pay 
ten pounds a-year Shop-Tax, though the 
EE real owner of the whole houſe does not pay 
: ten ſhillings a-year, when the tax is four : 
hillings i in the pound Land-T: ax. Who e can ä 
fay this 18 not a partial tax! E = 


THERE 


& 5 

Ti ERE has been much talk of regulating 
0 the Land-Tax. If that was done, I ſup- | 
poſe it would be much more than double, 


as when many people pay four chilling: 


- the pound, others do not pay four- 5 


| pence. 


27! REMEMBER, within leſs than twenty 2 


years, a number of gentlemen, by fab ferip- 5 


- tion, agreed with a perſon to make an | ACCU- | 


5 rate ſurvey of their county, which i is a large a 


ZE one, and not over- burdened with Land-Tax; "x 5 


but at that time there happened to come on 


1 a Arong debate in the Houſe about regu- 8 


” lating the Land-Tax; which put a ſtop to 5 


Et it, though ſome hundreds bad been ſpent ir in Ds 


Es doing part of it, as they were not willing to = 


2 ſhew their meaſure of land, to be compared ; 


: with the Tax it paid; 3 therefore the perſon 


oy I 


1 
* 
> 
+ 
: 
j 
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was diſcharged from it, and nothing n more 5 


done ſince. 


Turns | is one ching yet greatly to be con- 5 


dered amongſt. us, which i is, choking « our 
= Repreſentatives. F ormerly we uſed. to pay 
them; but now a perſon will, from appear- 8 
ance, ſpend twenty, thirty, or forty thouſan 1 JE 
. pounds for a place i in Parliament. Surely 
there muſt be ſome. very cloſe ſecret i in this, . 
Dy as I know ſome in Parliament at this time, 
that from their natural diſpoſitions have - 
very. little feeling for the welfare of either 


King or Country. 


| Howzven, be that 2s it will, fo long as 


we have a good King, let us put our truſt i in 
him, and do all we can to ſerve him, that 
we may put it in his power the better to 


| take care of us, as bis intereſt and ours are 


inſepar þ 


(; 2) 
inſeparable. | Yer, without the leaſt miſtruſt 
- of our Sovereign, let us, Jointly with him, 
always have a watchful eye over our Mini- | 

5 ſters, as they are but men, and may inad- 


vertently « do fooliſh things. This ſhould be k 


: the care of our Repreſentatives; $; therefore 


ee how. neceſſary it is for us to be careful 


in our choice of them ; that i in ſo doing we 


conſult with deliberation amongſt ourſelves, 


f — chooſe ſuch. prudent, ſober, honeſt, g 


5 rruſty, well- beloved | men, as we can put 


7 confidence in, as an honour to our King, N 


55 and a glory to our ir Country 4 and not be led ” 


4 by, or run after party faction, as if we were 
mad ourſelves, or like a pack of children run- : 


ning after a Tom- a-Bedlam blowing his 


. horn, to make choice of any fool, or tool of ; 


any man, or ſet of men, to be a diſhonour 


to ourſelves, our King, and Country, which Ys 


” 1a am forry to fay is often done. It ; is a great . 


D | 725 trust, 7 


5 
: 
; 

| 


t 

| 
. 

} 
bf 


5 . 


truſt, and ought to be well conſidered, for 
the ſake of our Conſtitution. I am ſorry 
1 have reaſon to lay, that I have known ſome 
very honeſt, worthy men turned out of Par- 
liament, and ſome very worthleſs ones put i 
: in their ſtead, for the fake of party only ; 3 
nay, 1 can fay farther, for ſome places that 
E know, whoſe Repreſentatives were very 8 
worthy, good kind of 1 men; had ſerved them 3 
in ſeveral Seſſions in Parliament ; had no ; 
fault to ind with them, lived and ſpent their 
: fortunes amongſt them, and took great pains © | 
5 in doing g every thing they aſked; yet whether 5 
for x pecuniary reaſons, or how otherwiſe 1 55 
know not, inſtead of choking the old ones Su 
again, whom they had given the greateſt 8 
| reaſons to expect, they : have choſe others i ER. 
: their ſtead, that have been brought and of- 5 


fered to them, whom. they had never ſeen 


| before, - 


before, nor even heard of, nor kikaw ſuch 


people were living upon earth. Such people 75 


1 as thoſe ought. to be in bondage as long as 


mo they live, as they can have no preten- 


ſions to find fault with any thing that i is 


58 done. 


"x couLD l much upon many ſubjects 


wherein x we might greatly mend; but if ever 55 


I do that, it muſt be deferred until another N 


; opportunity, for the time at preſent will 0 


. permit, as my preſent buſineſs i is to adviſe TY 


. if 1 can, bow to accommodate the preſent : 


Retail- -Shop-Tax i in the beſt manner poſ⸗ . 


bs üble. 


Lr 1. be remembered, partial as | this „ 


TO Shop-Tax i is, you all know that it had the 35 


8 3 of "my" very Arongly debated 1 


through 8 
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through Parliament, and carried againſt you 
in ſpite of all the oppoſition that our Repre- 
 ſentatives could make; and if they could not 

_ then prevent it from paſſing into a law, how 
can it be expected that thoſe people « can re- 
3 it now! ? for the ſame majority muſt gill 
of conſequence be againſt them; for a man 
muſt either be a knave or an idiot that votes . 


for it one day, : and int! it another. 8 


Tur power of government is not in us, 


nor is it proper it ſhould ; 3 for every Miniſter a 


mut be a poor tool to Government indeed, 1 


chat hap not at his command a majority in 3 


dhe Houſe. 


T1 THINK every body muſt allow that he * ; 
very clever, though young; 5 but then, 1 


| know that they have ſome old wiſe experi- = 


enced. heads | in the Council to give advice, SE 
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but yet the wiſeſt of them all are no more 


than men, and he is a wiſe man indeed that 


never made a miſtake : but I: never knew a 
ſenſible man but what would always hear 


reaſon, and when he found his miſtake, 


1 would reaify it as ſoon as poſiible. | Now, | 


if from wrong information this ſhould hap- 


"hy pen to be a miſtake, depend upon it we ſhall 5 


Ez get it altered ; but if i it is intended asa ſtroke 
EP upon the middle fort of people in life, then 


1 will remain at it is; therefore time only — 


1 8 can prove that. 


Hownven, | let 1 us hope for the beſt; but . 


che money muſt certainly be raiſed : and as 


- I wiſh to do all the good 1 in my power, „ ac- 
| ceptof my joining with you, ad let us vim 


8 one accord offer up « our ſupplications to our 


= = Miniſter! himſelf, ; earneſtly praying that he —— 
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will at once ſuffer it to become a general : 


Houſe-tax, to be equally laid upon us; then 


we ſhall be content, and pay it with plea- 
ſure : but ſhould he refuſe ſuch an honeſt 


requeſt from ſuch Aa reſpettable body of his 
. Majeſty a moſt faithful and loyal lud hege, let 


5 him be anathema maranatha. 


a, 


- C#k _— 
— — ie 


- 3 


— 
_ 


* 3 Ge IDE RAR 7 N 
5 * - 


